Older Boy Programs

Older Scouts (those who are at least 13 years old or have completed the seventh grade) seek challenge and variety. How does Scouting capture their interest? Through diverse high-adventure and outdoor opportunities. Scouting not only provides adventure but also emphasizes values through ideals that reinforce God, country, and personal growth.

Both Varsity and Venture Scouts work on advancement. They also participate in high adventure, team sports, and other special outdoor activities.

Older Scouts plan and run their own meetings and activities with minimal adult guidance. They participate in exciting outdoor programs like climbing and council and national high-adventure programs including Philmont Scout Ranch, Northern Tier, and the Florida Sea Base.

Older-boy Options. 

In an attempt to keep older boys in Scouting, the BSA has often provided a special older-boy program and older-boy patrol within the troop structure. Until the 1950s, this was typically a Sea Scout or Explorer "crew." From 1972 to 1989, it was the Leadership Corps. Since 1990, it has been Venture Scouting (high adventure theme) and Varsity Scouting (sports theme; Varsity has also existed as an optional program totally separate from a Scout troop since 1984). Many troops have additionally grouped older Scouts into some sort of "Senior" Patrol.

Venture and Varsity Scouts

Venture and Varsity Scouting are the BSA's latest attempts to hold high-school aged young men in Scouting.

Venture Scouting. Venture Scouting is an optional high-adventure program for older Scouts within a troop, begun in 1990. It replaces the Leadership Corps, used from 1972 to 1989, which in turn replaced Senior Scouting, which in turn replaced Explorer Scouting....More recently (1998), the overall Exploring program has been overhauled and renamed Venturing. This is an optional coed program for high school and college ages young men and young women separate from a Scout troop. Older Scouts in a troop can still do "Venture" activities without belonging to a "Venturing" unit (but the terminology is sure confusing).

Varsity Scouting. Varsity Scouting is an optional sports-oriented program for older Scouts. It began in 1984 as a program totally separate from the troop. Primary impetus for the creation of Varsity Scouting came from the LDS church, which was experiencing a high dropout rate in its Explorer posts and was anxious to find a more effective way to keep its high school young men in Scouting. Although the BSA did the official development of the program, and has promoted it as a standard BSA offering, most Varsity teams today are still LDS sponsored. In 1989, the BSA made Varsity Scouting an option for older Scouts within a troop as well as within separate Varsity teams.

Varsity Terminology and Advancement. The Varsity Scout program uses sports terminology as a tool to reach its target population. Boys are members of a squad, which is part of a team led by an adult coach and a boy captain. The advancement plan is identical to the Boy Scout advancement plan, from Tenderfoot through Eagle. Team members also can earn a Varsity Scout "letter" by meeting certain requirements that primarily involve active attendance at team activities.

Opportunities for High Adventure

Take the High-Adventure Challenge
Passport to High Adventure describes fifty exciting programs—such as sailing and whitewater rafting—in local councils throughout the country. This guidebook for youth and adult leaders contains all of the information and forms required for a high-adventure experience, including where to call for more details and to make reservations. No. 4310.

Flank Steak Teriyaki

4-6 flank steaks                4-6 pineapple slices

1 tbs salad oil                 1/2 c soy sauce

1/4 c sugar                     2 tbs sherry (optional)

1 tsp ginger                    1 clove garlic, crushed

1/2 tsp MSG

To form marinade, combine all except steaks and pineapple. Mix well and pour over steaks. Let marinate 1 to 1-1/2 hours. Fry steaks in very hot oven or skillet brushing once with marinade. Add pineapple during last few minutes, brush with marinade and cover. Cook 3-5 min. Serve over rice. 

CAMPING GENERAL TIPS AND TRICKS
This is just a small collection of Camping and Hiking tips that may save you time, money, and aggravation. 
·  Do you have tents, tarps, ponchos or other fabrics that need to be waterproofed? Are you sick of spending big bucks on those silicone sprays that just wear off and need retreatment every year or two? Try using Thompson's Water Seal (yup, the same stuff you use to waterproof the deck!). You can paint it on, spray it on, or dip items in it, and it is a hell of a lot cheaper! Test a small area first, and if you are okay with it, go ahead and dip or coat the item.
· Where you put your campsite or shelter is very important. Just as in the real estate business... Location, location, location!  When building a shelter or site in cold weather, it is recommended that it should not be located in a valley or on a hilltop. It should be built 50 to 100 feet above the valley floor. This is because the cold settles down into the valleys, making the valleys 20 or more degrees colder. The hilltops are more susceptible to wind which will chill you all the more. Locate a shelter on the south side of a hill as the ground gets a lot of sun throughout the day and will be warmer both during the day, and at night as the accumulated heat is radiated from the ground. 
· NOTE: The reverse of this may apply in hot temperatures, ie: build shelters in valleys, and on North side of hills. 
· NOTE: Water is important, so be careful to locate your shelter or site near enough that it is easy to get at!
· If you have ended the day with a pair of wet socks, sleep with them around your midsection. I know it sounds terrible, but your body heat during the night, coupled with the warmth of your sleeping bag, will dry them by morning. Trust me, the cold night air will not.

Scoutmaster Minute

At almost every Scout function, we begin by saying the Scout Oath, and Law. Although they are simple to memorize, the are far more challenging to live. Keep this little story in mind the next time you raise your hand to for the Scout sign.

Once a Scoutmaster was visiting in a new Scout's home. He was there to test the boy for his Scout badge. Now it happened that this Scout's family owned a parrot. 

Well, one of the requirements for the Scout badge is knowing the motto. The new Scout knew it, of course, and shouted it out: "Be Prepared!" 

The next morning the Scout's family was awakened by the parrot screeching, "Be Prepared! Be Prepared!" And for the next few days, until the bird brain had forgotten it, that household resounded with the Scout motto. 

Sometimes, we may be like that parrot. If we're asked, "What's the Scout motto?" we're quick with the correct answer. it's easy to remember and say. 

But do we ever stop to think of what it means? Perhaps we would be better Scouts if we asked ourselves every day, "Am I prepared?" "Am I growing in the knowledge and skills that will make me a better Scout and a better man?" 

Don't be a parrot. Whenever you say the Scout motto - or the Oath, Law, or slogan - think about what they really mean. Then try to give them meaning in the way you live your life! 

