Religious Emblems
A Scout is reverent. He is reverent toward God. He is faithful in his religious duties and respects the convictions of others in matters of custom and religion.

The purpose:  To encourage members to grow stronger in their faith, religious groups have developed the following religious emblems programs. The Boy Scouts of America has approved of these programs and allows the emblems to be worn on the official uniform. The various religious groups administer the programs. Check with your local council service center or contact the religious organization directly to obtain the curriculum booklets.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the religious emblems programs? 


The religious emblems programs are programs created by the various religious groups to encourage youth to grow stronger in their faith. The religious groups—not the Boy Scouts of America—have created the religious emblems programs themselves. 


The Boy Scouts of America has approved of these programs and allows the recognition to be worn on the official uniform, but each religious organization develops and administers its own program.

I have a unit with children of all different faiths. How can I include the religious emblems programs for my unit? 


The religious emblems programs should be presented to youth members and their families as an optional program for them to complete through their religious organization. Religious instruction should always come from the religious organization, not from the unit leader. Parents need to be informed of these programs and told where to get the information for their particular faith. Interested in making a presentation on the religious awards? Find sample scripts at www.praypub.org.

Do boys and girls participate in the same program? 


It depends on the religion. Some religions have created programs that are used by both boys and girls. Other religions have created programs for members of separate youth agencies (i.e., Boy Scouts of America, Girl Scouts of the U.S.A., and Camp Fire Boys and Girls). Please check the specific eligibility requirements for each religious emblems program.

Do the youth have to belong to a religious institution? 


It depends on the religion. Please check the eligibility requirements for your particular religious program.

Why doesn't my religious institution know about the religious emblems programs? 


Although the religious bodies at the national level created the religious emblems programs, the local religious institution may not be aware of these programs. It may be helpful to write for more information or even obtain a copy of the curriculum to give to your religious leader.

If the religious emblems program for my faith has more than one level (for the different grade levels), may my child earn all of these recognitions? 


Yes. Members can earn all levels of their religious emblems program. However, they must be in the appropriate program guidelines when they start and complete each level (they may not go backward and earn younger programs).

How is the emblem presented? 


The emblem should be presented in a meaningful ceremony, preferably in the youth member's religious institution. Some emblems come with a sample presentation ceremony. 

How long does it take to complete a program? 


It depends on the program. Some programs may take three or four months, others longer.

Where is the emblem worn on the uniform? 


The universal religious square knot is worn over the left shirt pocket of the Scout uniform. The medallion is pinned over the square knot for full uniform occasions.

How do we get started on these programs? 


First, youth members must obtain the specific booklet for their religion. This booklet will contain information on all the lessons and service projects that they will need to complete. Each member needs to have his or her own booklet to document progress. Some religions also provide adult manuals for counselors and mentors. Check with your local council to see if it stocks these booklets in its store, or contact the religious organization directly (addresses and phone numbers are provided on this site). 


Second, parents must review the specific guidelines for their particular program; age/grade requirements vary from program to program. Some programs require that the youth be an official "member" of the local religious institution, others may not. Each program determines who may serve as counselor (some require clergy, others allow parents or other family members). Be sure to look at specific eligibility guidelines! 


Third, families should talk to their religious leaders and show them the booklet before beginning any program. Most of the religious emblems programs require that they be completed under the auspices of that religious organization, and many require the signature of the local religious leader. Again, check the specific eligibility requirements for your religious program. 


Fourth, the member needs to complete the requirements, obtain the proper signatures, and follow the instructions to order the emblem/award. (These emblems are not available in your local council.) The emblem can be presented at any time of the year and should be presented in a meaningful ceremony, preferably in the member's religious institution.

Who may serve as counselor? 


It depends on the program. Some programs require clergy to serve as counselor, others allow a parent or family member. Please check the specific guidelines for your religious program.

How do I order the recognition items? 


Each religious program has its own emblem. Follow the instructions in your recognition guidelines because the emblems come from different places and require submission of different information. These emblems will not be available in your local council!

What is the adult religious recognition program? 


An adult religious recognition award is presented by nomination only. The recognition is presented to worthy adults for their outstanding service to youth both through their religious institution and one of the national youth agencies. Recipients of these awards are unaware that they are being nominated. They are nominated to receive an award by submitting the required application, letters of recommendation, and resume. Please check eligibility requirements for specific awards.

Which religious emblem square knot should I wear? 


Cloth, silver knot on purple, No. 05007, may be worn by youth or adult members who earned the knot as a youth, above left pocket. Cloth, purple on silver, No. 05014, may be worn by adult members presented with the recognition, above left pocket. Adults may wear both knots if they satisfy qualifying criteria. (See the Insignia Guide, No. 33066D.)

Knots
Boy scouts tie knots - its an important skill in the outdoors. Climbing knots are critical for safety and they're fun to know. Tying knots is also a fun way to spend time around a campfire. The overhand knot and square knot are the basics but there are hundreds of knots to learn and use. Knot tying is a requirement to advance in scouting, but it is also a valuable skill to have around home as well as outside or on the job.
Why is it important to learn to tie knots?  There are a few people in each generation that just get a kick out of seeing how many of the approximately 4,000 different knots they can learn to tie.  For most people knots keep your shoes from falling off, tie up bundles of limbs and twigs for trash pickup, fly a kite or tie a fly on a fishing line and all those other things that involve string, cord, line or rope.
The United States Army considers six knots to be essential:
Half-Hitch
Overhand Knot
Square Knot
Clove Hitch
Sheet Bend
Bowline
People have been tying knots for thousands of years. Today, despite technology, knots are still

as necessary as ever. In sports such as sailing, climbing, caving and angling, and in work such

as fire fighting, fishing, truck driving and even surgery, the ability to tie the right knot is

essential.

All knots have a purpose and it is just as important to understand what that purpose is,

and when the knot is used, as having the ability to tie it. The wrong knot at the wrong time can

be dangerous. but last a long time. 

Review knots and purpose in scout handbook.
A Scout Is: The Boy Scout's Anthem 

Tune: Away in a Manger
Submitted by: Bill Hafker 

 

A scout is a young man who lives by a code,
To protect his honor, and take the high road,
He faces temptation, but doesn't give in,
The scout law gives him the foundation to win. 

A scout is trustworthy, he's loyal, true blue,
Helpful, friendly, courteous to me and to you
Kind, obedient, cheerful, thrifty every cent,
A scout is brave, clean, and reverent.

A scout is trustworthy, faithful to the end, 
In keeping his promises, you can depend,
He's loyal to family, school, and to friends,
And to our great nation that he defends.

A scout is helpful to all those in need,
Reward he seeks not, it is just a good deed,
He's friendly to people, all races and creeds, 
A trait that he knows that the world sorely needs.

A scout is courteous, says "please" and "thank you", 
It's something he learned as a child to do,
He is also kind, he's not spiteful or snide, 
It's strong to be gentle, he knows deep inside.

A scout is obedient of rules that are there,
And works from within to change those deemed unfair,
He's cheerful, he smiles, looks for the bright side,
And helps dry the tears of others who've cried.

A scout is thrifty, of his goods he takes care,
And protects the world, and the things God put there,
He's brave, but not foolish, does not pick a fight,
But always defends what he knows to be right.

A scout is clean in thought, word, and deed,
Helps others to learn and to share these beliefs,
He is always reverent of our God above,
Reaches out to others to share His great love.

On my honor I will do my best,
To God and my country, to face every test,
To obey the Scout Law, help others always,
Be strong, and be wise, and morally straight.

A scout is a young man who's lived and who's dared,
To always help others, and to be prepared,
Come join the adventure, like others who knew,
A good turn done daily, the world does renew.

Scouting makes the future a bright thing to view!

	Lotsa Knots Activity

	Required:
	4 foot rope for every scout. 
15 foot rope for each patrol. 
2 poles for each patrol.

	Notes:
	Need a score keeper. The judges yell out the score for each knot to the scorekeeper.

	
	Patrols group up into a circle with each patrol at least 15 feet away from those next to it. 
Patrol leaders retrieve gear for their patrol (two poles, long rope, and rope for each scout) and distribute it to their patrols. 

The patrol leaders will be the judges in this activity/game. Have each patrol leader choose someone else in the patrol to be in charge while he is gone - probably the assistant patrol leader. Then, have each patrol leader stand in front of a different patrol. Patrol leaders will rotate around the circle, judging a different patrol for each task. A patrol leader can use an adult as a technical aid in determining the 'correctness' of a knot if he is not sure. 

The leader calls out the name of one knot and everyone in each patrol ties the knot, shows it to the judge, and is awarded points. 

Knots: 

· Square Knot 

· Clove Hitch 

· Sheet Bend 

· Taut Line Hitch 

· Two Half-Hitches 

· Bowline

For the lashings (Square Lashing, Diagonal Lashing, Shear Lashing), each patrol ties it with two different scouts working together each time it is tied. The rest of the patrol can watch and coach, but not touch the rope. 

Sample Patrol Scoring: 

· 5 points for the first correct knot in the patrol. 

· 3 points for the next. 

· 1 point for each additional correct knot. 

· 4 bonus points if every scout in the patrol ties the knot.

Rules: 

· 5 minute time limit per knot. 

· Can use scout handbook. 

· Can teach other scouts. 

· A scout can only touch his own rope.




Reflect: 

· What skills were developed? 

· How did you help someone else? 

· Was it important to be the first one to tie a knot? 

· What was most important to score points? 

· Was this a fair contest? 

· Were the judges fair?


Scoutmaster Minute

Way back in the 1968 Olympics, Bob Beamon set a long jump record that many thought would never be broken, but eventually it was. A young boxer named George Foremen won a gold medal and paraded around the ring with an American flag, instilling pride in many Americans. But, one athlete named John Stephen Akhwari from Tanzania, a marathon runner, probably made the longest lasting impression on people during those Olympics.  

While he was running his race, he stumbled and fell, severely injuring his knee and ankle. After receiving first aid, he did what no one expected and he got back in the race. Long after everyone else had finished and left, he limped into the near empty stadium to the cheers of a small crowd that was still there and he finished his final lap.  

When asked why he continued the race after he was so badly hurt with no chance to win he replied: 'My country did not send me 7,000 miles to begin a race - they sent me to finish the race'.  
Do each of you accept responsibility to finish a task when you start one or do you take the easy way out when the going gets tough? Do you keep your promises when you make them, even the ones you make to yourself? A man who doesn't keep his word will not be respected and will not be trusted. What kind of man does each of you want to be remembered as? 
